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energetic leaders, Osman (1289-1326) and Orkhan (1326-
59), in less than half a century the Turks had made them-
selves masters of nearly the whole of Asia Minor. Brusa fell
into their hands in 1326, Nicaea surrendered in 1329, and
Nicomedia in 1337. The fleet built up by the Ottomans
ravaged the islands of the Archipelago, and the Crusade
which in 1343 reconquered Smyrna produced no permanent
results. Already the Turks were hoping to settle in Europe.
Soon, summoned by the Byzantines themselves, they crossed
the Hellespont. John Cantacuzenus, who had solicited the
alliance of the Ottomans and given his daughter in marriage
to the son of the Sultan Orkhan, allowed the Turks to estab-
lish themselves in Gallipoli in 1354. The Balkan peninsula
was open to them. Soon they had occupied Didymotica
and Tzouroulon (1357), and then a large part of Thrace,
including Philippopolis and Adrianople, which the Sultan
Murad 1 (1359-89) made his capital (1365). Constanti-
nople, isolated, encircled, and cut off from the rest of the
Empire, appeared only to await the final blow which seemed
inevitable.
Two circumstances prolonged the existence of the Byzan-
tine State for a century. Murad I next turned to attack the
other Christian States in the Balkans, crushing the southern
Serbians and the Bulgarians on the Maritza (1371), invading
Albania (1385), and destroying the Serbian Empire at the
battle of Kossovo (1389). In his relations with the Byzan-
tines he insisted only that John V should acknowledge him-
self as his vassal and, after having for a moment threatened
Salonica (1374), he was content to surround Constantinople
with an ever closer investment.
Bajazet (1389-1402) from the moment of his accession
appeared inclined to act more vigorously; so much so that, as
early as 1390, the Venetians were wondering if he would not
very soon be master of Constantinople. However, in spite of
the prolonged attack (1391-5) which he made on the Greek
capital, in spite even of the disastrous defeat which, at the
battle of Nicopolis (1396), was inflicted on the Crusade
undertaken by the West to save Byzantium, the Sultan failed;
the valour of Marshal Boucicaut, sent by Charles VI to the
Greek Emperor, protected Constantinople against the